
KINDERGARTEN ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #11: Day and Night Suggested Duration 3 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSEKRL5 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).

ELAGSEKRI1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELAGSEKRI4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
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Essential Questions

Factual—

What are three objects we can see in the sky?

Is the sun/moon larger or smaller than the Earth?

What is a shadow?

Inferential—

Why do we only see the stars at night?

Why is the sun so much brighter than the moon?

Why does the sky look so similar at sunrise and sunset?

Critical Thinking-

How does the cycle of day and night affect our activities on
Earth?

Which is more important to the Earth--the Sun or the
Moon?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

day, night, time patterns, sky, sun, moon, stars, features,
cycle

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template Fluency Strategy

Use the pre-populated Fluency Grids to practice terminology
related to this unit. Creating new grids by substituting other
terms as desired: day, night, sun, moon, light, dark

Phonics Strategy

Refer to the Top Ten Tools materials for Tool 4 Phonics and
Spelling to use Sound Boxes w/Phoneme-Grapheme
Mapping (p. 28-29) to explore the one-syllable words from
this unit and Heart Words routine (p. 22-25) as needed for
words with unfamiliar spelling patterns--day, night, sun,
moon, light, dark

Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Where? Pair Share
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We learned about where the sun rises and sets, as well as where the earth orbits and spins. Think of a question you can ask your neighbor about the read-aloud that starts with the word
where. For example, you could ask, “Where is the atmosphere?” Turn to your neighbor and ask your” where” question. Listen to your neighbor’s response. Then your neighbor will ask a
new “where” question, and you will get a chance to respond. I will call on several of you to share your questions with the class.

Standards:
ELAGSEKRI1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
ELAGSEKRI4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: Listen and Choose

➢ Provide students with a copy of K Day and Night Planner Summative student sheet. Make adjustments to the answer sheet and prompts below as needed to eliminate information
you did nor cover during this unit.

➢ Directions: Listen to the following sentences about celestial bodies. Next to the number of the sentences I read, you will notice four names. You will notice that the first three
names are always the same. Let’s read them together: “sun, moon, Earth.” You will also notice that the last name is usually different. I will read the four choices to you after I read
each sentence. Circle the name of the appropriate celestial body being talked about in each sentence:

1. I am the source of light and heat for the whole solar system. (sun)

2. I am the planet on which we live. (Earth)

3. I revolve around the earth. (moon)

4. I am known as the “Red Planet,” and astronauts may be able to visit me one day. (Mars)

5. I am the largest planet and have a big red spot, which is actually a storm. (Jupiter)

6. I am a star. (sun)

7. I was visited by astronauts from Earth. (moon)

8. I am the smallest planet and closest to the sun. (Mercury)

9. I am the planet with big, beautiful rings. (Saturn)

10. I am the only planet we know about with enough water and oxygen to support life. (Earth)

11. I am the star that allows life to survive on Earth. (sun)

12. People call me Earth’s sister planet and the brightest planet, and I can be seen in Earth’s sky. (Venus)

13. I lie on my side and I’m the only planet not named after a Roman god. (Uranus)
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14. I am a blue planet and the farthest from the sun. (Neptune)

15. I have phases named after how much you see of me: new, crescent, half, and full. (moon)

Standards:
ELAGSEKRI1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Day and Night

1. Brainstorm different things that students do and see during daytime and nighttime.
2. Provide students with Divided Writing Paper and the Information Writing Checklist to draft an information writing explaining what we see and do differently during the day and at

night.
3. Score the final product using the Information Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSEKRI7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text (how the illustrations support the text).
ELAGSEKL1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.
e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).

ELAGSEKL5c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at school that are colorful).

4 3 2 1

Content Accurately depicts specific activities and
objects for each time period

Accurately depicts general activities and
objects for each time period

Accurately depicts one time period
or the other

Does not depict either time period

Coherence Phrases or labels align with and add to the
drawing

Phrases or labels align with the drawing Phrases or labels conflict with the
drawing

Does not provide phrases or labels

Complexity Writes in simple sentences with
prepositions

Writes in simple sentences Writes in single words or phrases Does not write in words or phrases
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Objective or Content Common Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: What Makes Day and Night?

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Ask students if they know any songs about stars. Take a few responses, and if
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star'' does not get mentioned, bring it up at this point.
Explain that the words from “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star '' actually come from a
poem written over two hundred years ago (in 1806) by a woman who liked to gaze
at the stars. The name of the poem was “The Star,” and the woman’s name was
Jane Taylor. Explain that the poem is a lot longer than the song they know.

2. Read the poem aloud, encouraging students to listen carefully for the verses that
follow the famous first verse.
“The Star” by Jane Taylor
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky

When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.

Then the traveler in the dark,
Thanks you for your tiny spark,
He could not see which way to go,
If you did not twinkle so.

In the dark blue sky you keep,
And often through my curtains peep,
For you never shut your eye,
Till the sun is in the sky.
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’Tis your bright and tiny spark,
Lights the traveler in the dark:
Though I know not what you are,
Twinkle, twinkle, little star.

3. Discuss the poem, highlighting the line “how I wonder what you are.” Explain that
over two hundred years ago, most people, with the exception of astronomers, really
didn’t know much about what stars were. Stargazers from long ago only knew what
they could see with their own eyes: that stars were tiny, that they covered the night
sky, and that they twinkled. Everything else they had to imagine. Encourage
students to look out their windows at night, or if their parents allow them, to go
outside and look at the stars and let the view of outer space inspire their
imaginations.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

1. Take students outside, or if that is not possible, take them to a large window where
they can see the sky.

2. Direct students to spend five minutes sketching the objects they see in the sky. Tell
students that a sketch is a simple drawing with few details or colors. Also tell them
to label the objects they draw using the letter-sound correspondences learned thus
far.

3. Remind students about the two levels of the sky: the atmosphere and outer space.
Discuss students’ sketches, helping them recognize which objects in their drawings
are located inside Earth’s atmosphere. (birds, airplanes, clouds, etc.) Then direct
students to circle any object that is found in outer space, outside or beyond the
bubble of air we call the atmosphere. (the sun, or possibly the moon if it is visible)

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

The Moon Book (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Night Light (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Moon Rope (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
If You Decide to go to the Moon  (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Kitten’s First Full Moon (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
What Makes Day and Night (District provided)
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